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much more realistic. Stand-pipes on the station platforms
carry their little notices in several of the Indian scripts,
and sometimes in English as well, " For Hindus Only/*
The railway officials have not had these notices taken down
because resolutions have been passed in the Central Legis-
lative Assembly asserting that in the new secular state of
India, no man or woman must be penalised by reason of
caste or creed. They have left the signs as a service to the
travelling public. They do not want Hindu passengers
dying of thirst in the trains or on the platforms. It would
give the line a bad name if it happened too often. It could
happen, too. It would not be the first time that a caste
Hindu had quietly let go of life rather than drink from a
source tainted by those of another religion, or by untouch-
ables ; or for that matter, that an untouchable had done the
same rather than break the rigid code and drink from a well
reserved for his betters.
The walls of the caste system have been breached ; but
the relieving forces have not yet figured out any way of
helping prisoners who just squat down on their haunches
and gaze reflectively at the gap in the wall. It is a perfectly
good and genuine gap. But as far as large numbers of
those contained within the walls are concerned, it might
not be there at all.
In the cities the rigidity of the social structure is breaking
down fast; but in most country districts it remains the
same as in past years, allowing for the gradual change that
has been taking place throughout the present century. I
guess the enthusiast who posted that notice on a village
well was expecting a good flow of foreign visitors along his
stretch of the highway.
Mr. Khan was waiting for us, in that typically Indian
pose of squatting on the heels with both feet planted flat
on the ground. There are Europeans who can achieve this
position, but they are few, and are normally those who are
so painfully thin that they have no leg muscles to get in